
Instructions for Soil Evaluations 
 
 
 
1. All test holes for NEW CONSTRUCTION must be dug with a 

backhoe, by appointment ONLY.  Please indicate excavator’s name 
and phone number on the application.  

 
2. Test holes for REPAIRS and PROPERTY ALTERATIONS should 

be dug with a backhoe when site conditions permit.  This is the 
preferred method and may be required, depending upon the site.  If site 
conditions absolutely do not permit the use of a backhoe, test holes may 
be dug by hand using a post-hole digger or auger.  Hand-dug holes 
must be a minimum of 8 inches wide and 5 feet deep.  All hand-dug 
holes should be covered to prevent freezing and/or accidents.   
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